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memory of the dead. The food prepared on this occasion must not contain any animal food. Bread of various kinds, sweet rice, and meetah * (a mixture of sugar, ghee, and flour), are the usual dainties I have observed in these offerings. Fireworks are in universal request on the night of Shubh-burraat., which is required to be passed in wakefulness ; and to this may be ascribed the never-varying custom of letting them off : it is an amusement these people take delight in at all times, and on. this occasion most usefully, to keep them awake. The younger branches, at all events, derive this benefit from the pastime.
The religious community make it a night of strict devotion ; they offer prayers and intercessions for the souls of their departed friends, since they imagine that this period, of all others, is most favourable to prayer, as they believe the heart is more open to the throne of mercy, the prayer more effectual, and that the real penitent suing for pardon on the night of Shubh-burraat, is certainly heard and his sins forgiven.
The Sheah sect attach still greater importance to this night, as the anniversary of the birth of Emaum Mhidhie.2 They also remember Hasan and Hosein as martyrs ; and in memory of their sufferings the zeearut 3 (circuit as at Maliurrum), is performed by walking round the grojund in front of their apartments, repeating the burial service, with some trifling alterations ; likewise the salaams to the Prophets and Emaum s are duly performed during this night of fate.
There is a singular opinion current amongst the Mussulmauns, that the trees hold converse at this momentous period.4 The really pious characters amongst the Mussulmauns declare that they discountenance superstition in every way ; but they strictly adhere to every habit or custom on record which was the practice of Mahumud and his family, the Emaums. Of course, they do not think the observances of Shubh-burraat are at all bordering on superstition, whatever may be thought of the practice by others.
1 Miiha, mithai, e sweetmeats '.        2 Imam Mahdi, see pp. 72, 76.
3  Ziyarat, see p. 15.
4  Compare the oracular trees of the Greeks (Sir J. G. Frazer, Pausanias, ii. 160).   For legends of speaking trees in India, W. Crooke, Popular Religion and Folklore of N. India,* ii. 89.